THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF TEXAS

VER SELR AUSTIN 11, TEXAS

ATTUORNEY GENERAL

Honorable Teyne Lefevre
County Auditor

Clay County

Henriette, Texas

Dear Sir: Opinion No. 0=5184
Re: If a four«teacher rural school
pays all of its expenses for a
year, does ths State have any
claim on the extra mcney thsy
may have left as a talance?
And related matters.

We are in receipt of your letter of recent date reading =as
followss

"I would like an answer to the following question.

"rif a four teacher rural school pays all of its eupensaes
for a year, doas the Statse have any claim on the extra meonsy they may have
left as & balance?' This school receives no State Aid monsy, and receives
only the reguler State apportionmente. Alsoc in the effect (event) ths echool
is allowed to keep the money, may they invest it in intersst hearing gove
ernment bonds or other sscurities?t"

Replying to the above, you are advised thet the Stete hmms ro
claim on the balanece, and such balance may be invested in povernment bonds,.
We enclose herewith & copy of Opinion No. 0=57Y85, which we think answers
your inquiry regarding the investment of such balance.

Your quastion with respsct to whether it 1s neceszary feor vyour
school to meke out a budget i1s answered in the affirmative., Article €89%a-18,
Vernon's Revised Civil Statutes, 16525, reads as follows:

"The County Supzrintendent of Schools is heraby designated as the budget
officer for each common school district of such county. Immediately sfier
the County Superintendent receives notice of the apportiomesnt mede Ly the
State Board of Eduestion to the common school districts of the county, he
shall prepare a budget for each cormmon school district in the county,
which budget must be itemized in detail according to the purposs of expen-
diture, and must cover insofar as possible all sxpsnditures proposed for
the ecurrent yeer, When sc prepared, the budget for =ach commen school
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district shell be sumitted to the Board of Trustess in esach district for
approval, and when so approved by such Board of Trustees, and by the County
Superintendent, it shall be filsd in the office of the County Supsrintend-
ent; and no expsnditure shall te made in the district except as provided for
in the budget, except it be in the case of unforseen emergency; and in each
such instance, a supplemental budget may be appoved in the seme marner as
the original tudget and a copy of the supplemental btudget filed with tl=
original budgets Copies of all tudgets, when finelly approved bythe County
Superintendent and the trustees of the warious commen school districts in the
county shall be Ffiled with the County Clerk., At any time during the process
of the prepasration of the budret any taxpayer shall have the right to file
with the County Superintendent or with the Board of Trustess of any distriot,
any statement or protest which he may desire to rile, concerning eny item of
expenditure proposed for the current year; and such statement or protest
shall be given due consideration by the County Superintendsnt, or by the
Board of Trustees in their final action upon the adoption of the hudgzet.
Acts 1931, 42nd Leg., pe 339, ch. 2C6, § 10,

Wo trust that we have answered your gquestiens satisfactorily,
Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF EEXAS
By /s/ CeFe Gibson
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